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What?
Shelby Holmes likes to use big words. As you read, write down any words you don’t 
understand. Then, look up the meanings.

Who? Why?
Who are Shelby and Watson’s main suspects? Why are they suspected of faking a 
haunting? What was their motivation (the reason Shelby and Watson think they did 
it)?

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

WHO MOTIVATIONWHY

How?
How does Shelby come to a conclusion about who is responsible? What are the 
specific clues she follows? How was the suspect able to make it seem like the building 
was haunted?

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• The book begins with Shelby and her brother, Michael, playing hide-and-seek. Their 

versions of the game are each a little different. How so? How do you play? Where are 
your favorite places to hide?

• One question that keeps popping into Watson’s head is something his friend Bryant 
asks: “Do you believe in ghosts?” Do you? What are some of your favorite ghost stories?

• Watson’s mom is hiding a secret. What is it? How does Watson feel about it? 

• What is happening in Bryant’s apartment building? What does Watson observe? 

• What is the legend of Hugo Baskerville? How do Shelby and Watson find out about 
it? Would you ever go a place people believe is haunted?

• What are some of Shelby’s explanations for what’s happening at Baskerville Estates? 
What does she do to show where the tapping and howling sound could be coming 
from? 

• Do you think what Shelby did was mean? How do you think she should she have 
approached Bryant?

• There’s a “haunted Harlem” tour group outside of Bryant’s apartment building. What 
clue does the guide hand to Shelby and Watson? Where do the friends go to research 
the article? What do you like to research there?

• A note is delivered to Mr. Barrymore that is allegedly from Shelby Holmes. What does 
Watson deduce about the note? What does it tell them about the person who sent it? 

• On two occasions, Shelby and Watson go to the empty apartment where the noises 
have been coming from. Each time, they observe something in the apartment that’s 
meant to scare people. What is it? What does Shelby deduce each time?
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• Bryant and Shelby have never had a good relationship. Why do you think this is? How 
does their relationship change over the course of the case? Do you think they’ll end up 
becoming friends? Why or why not?

• We meet the neighbors in Bryant’s building: Mr. Mortimer, Ms. Lyons and her daughter 
Kaitlin, Mr. Barrymore, and Mr. Stapleton. Can you describe the relationships between 
them? Does one person have more of a reason to want to leave the building than the 
others?

• The evening Shelby is at the apartment, a message is sent using Morse code. What 
does it say? All of the neighbors decide to leave the building. Would you have stayed? 
What if it was Halloween night?

• Shelby and Watson spend Halloween evening in a possibly haunted building. How do 
you usually celebrate Halloween? What has been your favorite costume?

• Watson has had trouble adjusting to his new life. What are his main concerns? Have 
you ever had to move?

• Shelby does her best to try to be a friend to Watson. When does she do a good job 
with this? When does she not do the best job? What do you do when you’re trying to 
be a good friend?

• Shelby’s nemesis from a previous case shows up unexpectedly… although Watson has 
a feeling she had a part in the haunting. Were you surprised when Moira showed up? 
Why did she get involved? Why does Shelby bring in Detective Lestrade?

• Who did you think was responsible for the hauntings? When did you make that 
decision? Why?

• How does Shelby figure out who was responsible for the hauntings? What proof does 
she have? Why did this person go through all of this?


